Padma Shri

SHRI JANKI LAL BHAND

Shri Janki Lal Bhand is a skilled performer of the art of impersonation
(Bahrupia) and has preserved this form of entertainment since the days of princely
states.

2. Born on 1% January, 1943 in the present Chittor district of Rajasthan, Shri Bhand
completed his primary education in Chittorgarh. Adopting this art inherited from his
father, he started working in Bhilwara to provide financial support to the family. He kept
performing after working hours with full support from his wife.

3. Shri Bhand has been working with dedication to preserve the extinct
Bahrupiya art forms like Gadolia Lohar (female disguise), Fakir, Kabuli Pathan,
Kalbeliya, Narada, Seth-Sethani, Laila-Majnu, Pagal, Hanuman, Monkey etc. He
performed his art in the entire Rajasthan, India and abroad. He is addressed as
Monkey Man in foreign countries. He even mesmerized the then Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi with his art in the Apna Utsav organized in Delhi in 1986. Apart from
Rajasthan, he also displayed his art in Delhi, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Goa,
Maharashtra, Gujarat etc. and received appreciation and awards. This
impersonation art was also demonstrated by him in Glasgow Fair 1990, European
Tour 1991, Berlin New Castle, London and Birmingham.

4. Shri Bhand has been honoured with many awards. He was honoured by
Western Cultural Center in the Apna Utsav program organized in Delhi in 1986,
honoured by the Government of Goa, Daman and Diu in the Silver Jubilee function in
1986. In the National Impersonation Conference in 1990, honoured by the West Zone
Culture Center, Udaipur, honoured with District level honour by District Collector
Bhilwara on the occasion of Independence Day 1990; honoured with Sujan Shri 97
Award by Sujan Sanskriti Manch, Ajmer; honoured by the Western Zone Cultural
Center for the impersonation art performance at the Folk Utsav Gujarat in 1997;
honoured by West Zone Cultural Center, Udaipur for the impersonation art display at
Srijan Utsav Shilpgram; Karmadhari Samman by Rajasthan Patrika in 2005-06;
honoured by West Zone Cultural Center in Shilpgram Utsav in 2008; District level
honour on Republic Day 2012; District level honour by District Collector and
Minister of State on Republic Day 2023 and honoured with Kala-Purodha Award by
the State Government of Rajasthan on 25 March 2023 in Jodhpur.
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2, 01 STHANI, 1943 Bl IORAE & IaaE fexire Ntel § S99, it ¥1vs = 3+ urrfae et
fordireTTe § T @1 | e fiar & favraa # el 39 @all & 31uFTaR S URaR &1 Mfde FganT
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DA, Fa AR IHEH H faam 77 o |

4. 31l 908 Bl Dy YREBRI H FHATT (T 737 | faeetl H 99 1986 H TN TUT IHT HIAhA
# 3% ufeal ARefae &g g1 FefAa foar T, |rer & af 1986 # Ioid Sl AHRIE | T, g8
3R <1 TRHR gRT AHAIT 5T 737 ; 9 1990 # IET IREUIRYT T H 32 uReH &3 Apfa
DG GRT AT fHar 73T ; =T faa™t 1990 & MR W ST, el Fetdex Herarst gRT Rret
TR G, ol ARpId 79, IR §RT Goid &1 97 JRIBR; a¥ 1997 H Aldh Icqd ORI H
IR&UYRYT el i & og UfRerdl &7 HIplad dg gIRI YREDIR; Yol Iodd RIeTUr H IREuLRT
DAl Y& & o ul¥er &3 Aivpicld ds, STIYR §IRT YRIBNR; IY 2005—06 H RTGIRAT UDT NI
HHIRI TR, 99 2008 H RIeTU™ IHT H UleaH &3 ARG Id D gk REPR; T a4 2012 TR
T T AR, oGS Qa9 2023 TR RTAT derdaex Td 159 J41 gRT 7T TR =14, SegR H
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